
A BabyLit®
Storybook

Lyman Frank Baum was born in Chittenango, New York, in 1856. 
He disliked the name Lyman, so was known as Frank. As a boy he 
produced his own magazines, and later he wrote for newspapers 
and the theater. Frank wrote 14 books in the Oz series. He got the 
name “Oz” from seeing the O–Z label on a filing cabinet drawer. 

“Come along, Toto. We will go to the Emerald City and 
ask the Great Oz how to get back to Kansas again.”

Dorothy and her house are sucked into the sky by 
a cyclone and blown all the way from Kansas to 
the Land of Oz. How will she get back home?
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Before Dorothy could follow her aunt to safety, 
the house was sucked high into the air.

After a while, it began to rock so 
gently that Dorothy and Toto 
fell fast asleep . . .

They landed with a jolt. Dorothy opened the 
door to a beautiful, enchanting place. 
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Farther down the road they came to a great forest. There they saw a man made of tin. 
He had rusted while chopping a tree and was stuck in place.

The Scarecrow fetched an oilcan from a nearby cottage. Soon the Tin Woodman 
could talk and move! He decided to join the friends and ask the Wizard for a heart.

Dorothy walked for hours. When she stopped for a rest, she heard a voice. 
It was a scarecrow! Dorothy helped him down from his post.

The pair carried on walking together.

 “Do you think, if I go to 
the Emerald City with you, 

that Oz would give me 
a brain?”



The group came to a field of enchanted poppies. The sweet scent made 
Dorothy and the Lion fall fast asleep.

The Scarecrow and Tin Woodman carried Dorothy and Toto out 
of the poppy field. The Lion was too heavy.

At that moment a tiny field mouse ran past, fleeing from a wild cat. 
The Tin Woodman reached down and saved her.

The little creature was the Queen of the Field Mice. She called on her friends 
to help the Lion. The mice towed him out of the field.



The man had once been a hot air 
balloonist. One day the wind  
had carried him to Oz.

The Wizard stuffed the 
Scarecrow’s head with 
bran and pins, 

The people watched him 
come from the sky. They believed 

he was a wizard and so he 
pretended to be one. He ordered the 
people to build him a city and made 
everyone wear special spectacles to 

make everything look magically green.

put a red silk 
heart in the 
Tin Woodman’s 
chest,

and made the Lion drink some liquid courage 
to remind them that they were, and had 
always been, clever, loving, and brave.

He promised to fly Dorothy home 
in his balloon.
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Each book in the BabyLit® Storybook series retells a story from the 
literary canon with easy-to-follow text and charming artwork. These 
delightful, engaging books are ideal for ages three to five, but will be 
enjoyed by children and adults alike.

In Little Women preschoolers will meet sisters Meg, Jo, Beth, and 
Amy, along with their mother, Marmee, and follow the March family 
as they grow and learn. Quotes from the original text are woven 
throughout this retelling, and the charming artwork creates a book to 
be treasured through childhood and beyond.

After training as an editor in London, MANDY ARCHER went on to become the 
Head of Children’s Books for BBC Worldwide, nurturing such characters as 
Wallace & Gromit, Bob the Builder, and the Teletubbies. Since then she has 
written many titles, ranging from board books for babies right up to teen 
fiction. Mandy lives in England.

ELA SMIETANKA is a freelance illustrator. She graduated from the Faculty of 
Graphics at the Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków, Poland, where she now 
lives with her husband, two sons, a cat named Zuzia. 
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BabyLit Storybooks introduce young readers to the classics, with 
easy-to-read storylines and bright illustrations.




