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Outdoor fireplaces seem to grow more and more popular. A great feature of this space is that it has a retractable screen system to enclose 
the area on those buggy summer nights. Woven driftwood sticks make the arched mantel.
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MIDDLE ROAD 
FARM

The clients owned a 40-acre farm with a restored, 
historically correct farmhouse dating from the 
early eighteenth century. They wanted to add a 

guesthouse and pool with more modern, open spaces that 
would be complementary to the traditional farm setting. 

It was a complicated landscape, with hundreds of 
feet of dry-stack stone walls making terraces for planting 
beds. The space for the new house and swimming pool site 
had to be carved out of a 7-foot hillside. As the landscape 
designer, I had to think of not only the visual aspects of the 
design but also, more importantly,  the technical challenges 
that could affect the plan. In this case, the issue was runoff 
from rain and snow. The water was draining naturally to 
where the new proposed house and pool would go. So in 
my overall grade plan I had to use earthen berms, French 
drains, and stone walls, and I had to re-grade certain areas 
to redirect the water. 
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