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Gordon B. Kaufmann includes a detailed career biography that 
chronicles numerous residential projects Kaufmann designed, including 
homes for many legendary Los Angeles families, with names such as 
Chandler, Adamson, Getz, Hampshur-Jones, and Janss. His design 
for Greystone, the mansion he created for E. L. Doheny Jr. and Lucy 
Doheny, catapulted him to the top of his field. At the time, the home 
was the largest private residence in Southern California, a fitting 55-
room manor for the son and daughter-in-law of the richest man in the 
United States. In addition, Kaufmann designed Hoover Dam, the Los 
Angeles Times Building, Caltech’s Atheneum, Santa Anita Park, and 
other landmarks. 

Marc Appleton is the principal of Appleton Partners LLP, an architectural firm 
in Santa Monica and Santa Barbara. He has written, published, or contributed to many 
books including: George Washington Smith: An Architect’s Scrapbook (2001), Robert 
Winter’s Myron Hunt at Occidental College (2012), and Ranches: Home on the Range in 
California (2016). Marc lives in Santa Barbara.

Bret Parsons has written five books, including Colcord Home (2008), the 
biography of the beloved Southern California architect Gerard Colcord. A residential 
Realtor, he founded Bret Parsons Real Estate in 2008. He is associate manager of the 
Hancock Park office of Compass, specializing in architectural properties. Bret resides in 
Los Angeles.

Steve Vaught is an author and historian who specializes in Southern California 
architecture and social history. He has written about Palm Springs’s rich history in 
The Committee of Twenty-Five, The First 65 Years, 1948–2013 (2014); Sentinels in 
Stone, Palm Springs Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood and its Iconic Walls (2015); 
and Einstein Dreamt Here, The Willows Historic Palm 
Springs Inn (with Tracy Conrad) (2015). Steve lives 
in Palm Springs.
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in the early twentieth century, a young and peripatetic British architect arrived in southern California with little

more than charm, talent, and ambition. The combination proved to be enough for stunning architectural

success. over the ensuing decades, he left his mark on the region as few architects have done before or since.

Gordon B. kaufmann leaves a unique architectural legacy. His influence over two distinct periods of

southern California’s architectural development is significant. in the 1920s, kaufmann was hailed as a virtuoso

of spanish, mediterranean, and other romantic revival designs. yet when the mania for such designs subsided

in the 1930s, he moved in a dramatically new direction, exhibiting the same masterly embrace of modern design

as he had with his earlier work. indeed, the difference in kaufmann’s output between these periods was so

distinct that it could have been mistaken for the work of two different architects. His work was so renowned

that he was sought after for his stunning private residences and for indelible public landmarks as diverse as

santa anita Park, scripps College, the California institute of Technology’s athenaeum, and Hoover dam.

However, no matter how historically evocative or modern a kaufmann structure is, it is always grounded in

classic tradition. There is a firm foundation, literally and philosophically, behind each kaufmann design. in

attempting to pinpoint what distinguishes the architect’s work, setting him apart—and above—the majority of his

contemporaries, Harris C. allen, f.a.i.a., venerable editor of the Pacific Coast architect, wrote that kaufmann

“showed a creative imagination in the composition and proportion of exterior masses and a subtle mastery of

detail and ornament. Pervading all his work was a spirit of rich and graceful elegance—a much-abused word, but

it expresses the essential quality which made the output of his office individual and admirable.”

O R I G I N S

Gordon Bernie kaufmann was born in london, march 19, 1888, at lowther Hill, forest Hill, in the

borough of lewisham. His father, Gustav, was a well-to-do merchant who had settled in the district

with his wife, the former matilda may isaacs, after immigrating to london from his native Bavaria in

Germany. during the late Victorian era, forest Hill was home to many affluent businessmen as well as host to a

large and vibrant German community. The area was rich in architectural diversity, running the gamut from

Gothic to italianate, and provided young kaufmann early exposure to an eclectic range of styles. set upon the

crest of the hill, with sweeping views and opening up on a private park, the kaufmann family’s brick-faced villa

was italian in inspiration. Just down the road was one of the most notable architectural achievements of the

Victorian era, sir Joseph Paxton’s monumental Crystal Palace, which had been moved to nearby sydenham Hill

after the end of the Great exhibition of 1851.

kaufmann’s formative years were characterized by travel with his family throughout europe, including

extended trips to Germany. some of these visits were so long that kaufmann was enrolled for a time at the

Hansa schule in Bergedorf, near Hamburg. most of his education, however, took place in london, where

kaufmann attended whitgift Grammar school, Croydon, beginning in 1903. at whitgift, kaufmann showed such

promise that he attracted the personal attention of walter Cross, head of the school’s science department. 

A  S P I R I T  O F  R I C H  A N D  G R A C E F U L  E L E G A N C E :  
T H E  C A R E E R  O F  G O R D O N  B. KA U F M A N N,  F. A. I. A.
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