
Judson: Innovation in Stained 
Glass by David Judson and Steffie 
Nelson is a history of the world-
renowned family of artisans 
who began crafting stained glass 
windows in Los Angeles in 1897.
Five generations of Judsons have worked 
with artists, architects, and designers to 
create Old World–style stained glass whose 
quality and craftsmanship has often been 
compared to the work of Louis Tiffany. Famed 
for its Craftsman glass, Judson Arts and 
Crafts–era windows have been celebrated 
by experts in the field for decades. Judson’s 
work with Frank Lloyd Wright on Hollyhock 
House in the 1920s was recently re-saluted 
when the house was named to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites list.

Along with the studio’s numerous institutional 
and residential projects, Judson: Innovation in 
Stained Glass illustrates fine work in churches 
dating back to the early twentieth century. 
Modern work is also featured, including the 
extraordinary Air Force Academy Chapel in 
Colorado Springs, completed in 1962. 

Now, in addition to its work in traditional 
leaded stained glass, Judson Studios is 
working with fine artists creating effects 
in fused glass that were previously 
unachievable. 

David Judson is president of Judson Studios, 
the fifth generation of the Judson family to 
lead the studio since it was founded in 1897. 
David oversees the studio’s creative process, 
where he works with architects, designers, 
and artists who turn to Judson for its 
legendary work in stained glass. David is the 
president of the Stained Glass Association of 
America (SGAA) and lives with his family in 
Pasadena, California. 

Steffie Nelson has covered art, design, and 
culture for the New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, W Magazine, and others.
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